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‘. THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FE4R NOT, FOR, BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALI, BE TO ALL PEOPLE,” 
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cognized the stranger who had former- | ps as need he, 








RELIGION IN THE COTTAGE. 
CONCLUDED. 

Bat in the middle of the last summer 
mv bnsiness called me totrave! past the 
came cot. It was on astill moonlight 
eve in July. that I ascended the smail 
hillock that again presented the little 
cottage to view. It stunds at the foot 
ofa wild bot charming mountain. | 
stopt my horse, and in a very few mo- 
ments. memory had placed before me 
every detail of my first visit. There 
were many interesting associations of 
ideas which my situation naturally sug- 
eested. And the scenery too was more 
than delightful. On the right, the rag 
ged mountain reared its everlasting but- 
ments of stone. and defied all the blasts 
and gnawings of time. On the left, just 
through a narrow copse of woods. the 
sprealing lawns sloped as far as the 
bright moon would enable the eye .o 
range ; while the wild bounding stream, 
as it dashed along the side of the moun- 
tain. seemed to break the sti'Iness. that 
would otherwise seem complete. In 
deed, so still and silent was all around. 
and so quietly slept every leaf of the 
forest, that one was almost startled at 
the trampling of his own horse. 
now after ten o'clock, as | drew near 
the cottage. As I approached it I ob- 
served it was in the same wreizhed con- 


It was 


dition as formerly ; and I thence natu 

rally concluded the husband was the 
same wicked man. The rough board 
fence before it was much decayed, and 
every thing exhibited the appearance 
of neglect. A light glimmered through 
the crevices of the boards, which gav 

evidence that the occupants were not 
retired to rest.and I determined to call 

On drawing still nearer, | was not a lit- 
tle surprised to hear a noise within; 
and at first | feared’ it was the unfeel- 
ing husband, who, just returned from 
the neighboring village, was closing a- 
other day of sin, by abusing his wife — 
Nor could I tor sometime believe | 
heard aright, when on stopping my 
horse, | heard a voice within. praying 
very distinctly and fervently. While 
waiting, lest my entrance should dis- 
turb the worshippers, I noticed a large 
dog come round the house from a shed 
on the back side, and seated himself on 
the door-stone, without making any 
noise, as if to protect his master while 
engaged in devotion ; but as soon as the 
voice of prayer was hushed, he imme. 
diately returned to his lodgings. At 
any other time, and in other circum- 
stances, | might not have noticed this; 
but now it Ted me to think of that care’ 
which God takes of all that pat their 
trust in him. I knocked gently at the 
door, which was opened hy the same 
hand which gave me admittance ona 
former occasion. ‘The modest woman 
had forgotten my countenance, «and 
seemed somewhat surprised at seeing a 
stranger at that time of night; TF even 
thought she looked at me rather suge 
piciously as I took aseat as if to tarry 
some time. The subject of religion 


was soon introduced, and she convers- 


ed with the same correctness, though I 
thought with more animation and ap- 
parent delight than when I before saw 
her. On being asked if she was still 
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ly sheltered himself here from ‘he pel: 
tings of the storm. and she received 
me with a joy wholly unexpected.— 
On turning round I saw the room was 
now parted into two, one of which was 
abed-room. From this room I saw the 
husband coming, with his coat in his 
hand. I arose tomeet him. * Ah!” 
said he, ** you are the man who once 
called and comforted my poor wife !— 
Well, I am that same wicked husband, 
who so often abused her geodness, and 
lam glad to see you. Ihave hoped I 
should one day see you, that I might 
tell you that so wicked a wretch has 


sinner! but my wife has forgiven me. 
and I pray that God would also,” He 
wiped his eves on bis white shirt sleeve. 
and I saw also the tears glistening in 
the eyes of his wife, unless those in my 
He spoke witha 


feeling that coul! not but awaken feel- 


own deceived me. 
ing in others. In a conversation of a- 
bent an hour in length, I learned that 
it was within the space of a fortnight 
previous, that he had become a subject 
of a powerful revival of religion in the 
village near by. He had exerted him 

self to oppose its progress, and thengh 
his hard heart was a stiff barrier against 
it, yet even that was subdaed by omni 

potent power. He was now to all ap 

pearance a new creatn’e ;—and I he. 
held the man who had so ofien ill-treat- 
ed the wite, and the wife who had so 
often praved for the hushand, and saw 
them both so happy, that I could not 
hut feel deeply gratefal for a religion 
which produces sncha change, We 
united our hearts together before the 
throne of mercies, anc each parted with 
mutual regret. As I was coming out 
ofthe door. he tock me by the hand— 
‘Sir, you live in -——; do you know 
Mr H® ¢ Yes,’* And Mrs. H? * Yes.’ 
Well, tell Mr-. H that the wicked Jas- 
; who used so often to make her so 
much trouble, and who finally left ber 
because she reproved him for break- 
ing the sabbath tell her that this 
same wicked James + now prays! 
Ask her to forgive him for he was very 
had, and I pray God to forgive him. | 
have often felt hart at my conecience 








for leaving that good woman’s services 
and because she told me how wicked I 
was for breaking the sabbath! But by 
God’s help I am now te live different- 
ly.”? 

I left the now happy cottage with 
feelings wholly indiscribable ; and dur- 
ing a ride of six miles, had a good#op- 
portunity for meditating on the inscru 
table ways of God. Ihave not since 
been that way ;—but I hear from au- 
ihentic sources, that the change on the 
heart of the cottager is real; that he 
18 NOW very industrious, and at the be. 
ginning of cold weather, he had got his 
little house repaired to make them 
comfortable during the winter. Indeed, 
there is as great achange in his out- 
ward appearances as in himself; he 
sends his two little boys to the nearest 
school, neatly dressed, and they promise 





sulted from the power.of religion in the 


learnt to pray! O Ihave been a great |* 


yet to make useful and respectable 
members of society. His wife feels 
that her prayers are answered beyond 





Such are now, the 
promising appearances ; and it cannot 
he doubted but in the great day. still 
greater effects will be seen to have re- 


cottage. T. B. 





On the Learning of the Apostles. 

The Apostles, say some, were igno- 
rant, illiterate men, yet they were chos- 
en by Jesus Christ in preference to wis. 

er ones, to lay the foundation of the 
christian church, &c. We should be 
careful not to confound the calling of 
the Apostles to discipleship with their 
mission to preach. They were indeed 
grossly ignorant at the first period, hut 
were well qualified at the last, and be- 
sides ordinary instruction in the com- 
pany and oncer the ministry of Jesus, 
they were furnished with extraordinary 
power to prove their mission. It al- 
wayszives us sensible concern to hear 
chrisians nttering the reproach of infi- 
dels against the Apostles of Christ. In 

stead of assenting to prove the igno 

rance of the witnesses of the resnrrec- 
tion, would not they do well to avail 
themselves of the declaration of their 
vreat master? * ‘To you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom.”- 

+» Blessed are your eyes for they see ; 
blessed are your ears, for they hear ” 
* The Comforter shall bring all things 
te your rememberance—shall guide 
you into all truth,’ &. When the 
Jewish Santedrim took knowledge of 
the Apostles, these important items 
made no part of their enquiry or infor- 
They concluded that they 
were ignorant and unlearned, for they 
knew neither the masters who taught 
them nor the subjects in which they 
were instructed. Their conclusion was 


mation. 


only just, as it respected Rabbinical 
learning, which many Philosophers 
who vaunt their knowledge, despise, as 
they do the knowledge of Christianity. 
In looking into the origin of -opinions, 
how often do we find occasion to veri 
fy the maxim, that one fool makes ma- 
oy. 
' A wise linguist may be an ignorant 
mechanic. Has not the mechanic as 
gvod a right to reprove the linguist 
with ignorance, as the linguist the me- 
chanic? The Apostles were better di- 
vines than the Rabbins ; and we may 
presume that the most learned chris- 
tian doctors, whatever may be their se- 
cret opinions, have too much modest, 
to declare that they understand the gos- 
pel better than Peter, and James, and 
John. How then can they graveiy 
talk about the ignorance of ‘the Apos 
tles after the day of Pentecost? Let 
us no longer give currency to such con 
fused ideas. Ignorant children may 
make learned men—-ignorant appren- 
tices learned workmen, and ignoran;y 
disciples in the school of Christ learned 
Apostles. Wesl. Repos. 
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To the following questions, proposed by 


sciences heing judge of the pleadings. 
1. I would ask if there be not inju 
dicious, but sincere preachers. who are 


‘various kinds, as to neg'ect the due al- 








contented with. her condition, she re- 


her most sanguine hope; and is as hap- 








an aged minister, young preachers ave 
requested to answer; their own con- 
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tion, reading. private prayer and fami- 
ty instruction ? ‘ 
2. | would ask, if there he not a dan- 
ger of acquiring very superficial senti- 
ments and teelings of religion of being 
so much led out of themselves by ex- 
ternal pursuits, as to loose a portion of 
that sober. humble and reflecting char- 
acter, which the devout exercises of 
retirement are fitted to produce ? 
3 May not the mind be thrown into 
such a state of excitement, by frequent 
change and variety of objects and en- 
gagements, gratifications of curiosity 








and novel scenes, as to become elated 
and unsettled, 
thinking, and of the enj»yments of do- 
mestic and private devetion? 


incapable of serious 


4 | would ask, if there be not a dan- 


ger of acquiring an excessive fondness 


for conversation and society, and of al- 
lowing no time for personal improve- 
ment ? 
5. ls there not a danger that our 
know ledge will become confined to the 
anecdotes of the day ; and that for the 
deep and strong expression of serious 
religion we should acquire a tendency 
to frivolity, flippancy and giddiness ? 
ibid. 
= 
Many attempts have been made to 
preserve, or to restore the unity of the 
christian world, that the unive:sal 
church might appear to be one; but 
they heve all failed of success, however 
well meant many of them have been; 
nor can we be surprised at this, for it 
is vain to attempt to unite men who are 
not true christians. Revive the spirit 
of our holy religion, and give it univer- 
sal sway in the christian world, and 
christians wili unite of themselves, just 
as on the day of Pentecost, all that be- 
lieved were of one heart and one soul, 
and continued steadfastly in the Apos- 
tles doctrine, and in breaking of b: ead, 
and in prayer, for ,reat grace “as up- 
on them ail. ibid. 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
When we consider the azes which 
have elapsed since the introduction of 
christianity, and the events attending 
its propagation, how wonderful is the 
history we contemplate! We seea 
mighty light spreading over all man- 
kind, from one spark kindled in an ob. 
scure corner of the earth. An humble 
persecuted teacher preaches a religion 
of peace, of forgiveness of injuries, of 
submission to temporal au horities, of 
meekness, brotherly love, and univer- 
sal henevolence ; he is tried, condemn- 
edand executed for his doctrines ; he 
rises from the tomb, and breaking down 
the bars of death. sets open to all man. 
kind the evidence of a life to come, & 
at the same time, points out the sure 
path to everlasting happiness in .be fu- 
ture state. A few unlettered disciples, 
his adherents, and survivors, take up 
his doctrines and go forth amongst 
the princes of the Roman empire. then 
in its zenith, preaching a 1cligion to 
the gentiles, directly striking at the 
foundation of the most splendid fabric 
of superstition ever reared on earth.— 


so mach occupied about public duties of These gentiles are not rude and bar. 


barous race, but mon of illuminated 
‘minds, acute philosophers, eloquent 





lotment of time to the duties of mediata- 


> 











































































































































































30 


orators, powerful reasoners, eminent in 
arts, in sciences, and armed with sov- 
ereign power. What an undertaking 
for the teachers of christianity! What 
a conflict for religion, holding forth no 
temporal allurements! On the contrary, 
promising nothing but mortification in 
this world, and refering all hope of a 
reward, for present sufferings, to the 
unseen glories of a life to come. 


 ThHERALD. 
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We this day, publish accounts of revivals 
in a number of places in the New-England 
conference, which must afford cause of Joy 
to the christian of any communion. On the 
subject of revivals much has been written, 
and various opinions are entertained with re- 
gard to mode and distinguishing features. A 
reformation is necessary ; isa fact not denied 
by any, ‘‘ without holiness no man can see 
the Lord.” Its evidence is manifested dif- 
ferently in different individuals; it is for us 
to know that it actually has taken place, the 
time and manner is of small moment com- 
pared with the happy reality. It is not by 
the boisterous zeal of a Jehu, come see my 
zeal for the Lord, but it is by the humble con- 
trite spirit of a publican, God be merciful to 
me a sinner, that we are toform our judg- 
ment. We acknowledge a great excitement 
may be produced in the minds of some per- 
sons, without any real conversion. And in 
seasons of great revivals, no doubt, this is 
sometimes the case, and many real christians 
are deceived; many have returned in a few 
months to their former state, and in some in- 
stances became worse than before. This has 
Jead some to censure what is called revivals 
and to consider them rather as a work of a 
had than good spirit. Is this a sufficient rea- 
son to disregard awakenings ? Does not the 
enemy sow tares among the wheat, shall we, 
then cause “doth to be burned 2” In such ex- 
citements the deceiver is busy ‘seeking 
whom he may devour,” and as “ he can trans- 
form himself into an angel of light!” let us 
watch his motions and pray for grace to en- 
able us to distinguish the chaff from the 
wheat. We have acriterion on which we 
may judge; and it is the only one on which 
mortals can safely rely; if we wait and 
watch dilligently we may generally satisfy 
ourselves on the subject. “ The fruit of the 
spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance.” These are the happy fruits of con- 
version,and should they be the consequence 
of revivals we may rest assured these are gen- 
uine. 

We are free to own, we rejoice when a 
revival takes place in a society—Christ is 
then striving with his people, and he will not 
leave them, if they encourage his presence, 
until he has thereby added to his kingdom ; 
but we will not reject our Christian breth- 
ren who differ from us, in this opinion ; what- 
ever may be our pretensions, “without chari- 
ty we are nothing” If we find them con- 
ducting according to the gospel, possessing 
all the fruits of the spirit, we hail them as 
our brethren, members of the same house- 
hold and expectants of the same immortali- 
ty; whose prayers are in coineidence with 
ours for the peace of Jerusalem. 

‘© We may die,” says the celebrated Wes- 
l-y, ‘without the knowledge of many truths, 
and yet be carried into Abraham’s bosom : 
but if we die without love, what will knowl- 
edge avail? Just as much as it avails the de- 
vil and his angels! I will not quarrel with 
you about any opinion: only see that your 
hearts be right towards God, that you know 
and love the. Lord Jesus Christ, that you love 
your neighbour, and “walk ‘as your Master 
walked, and I desire no more. 1 am sick of 
opinions: I am weary to bear them: my soul 
loathes their frothy food. Give me solid and 
substantial religion: give me an humble and 
gentle lover of God and man; a man full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without bypocricy ; a man laying himself 
out in the work of faith, the patience of hope, 
the labor of love. Let my soul be with these 
christians wheresoever they are and whatso- 
ever opinion they are of. Whosoever’ thus 
*doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother and sister and 
mother.” 


INTELLIGENCE, 

The Rev. Joel Steele writes from Bradford, 
Vt.that the work of the Lord is progressing in 
various parts of that circuit. Last year there 
was a revival and nearly one hundred were 
added to the Methodist society, besides many 
to other denominations. This year, altho» 
not so prosperous as the last, “God hath not 





left himself without a witness.” In Newbu- 

ry, Vt. there is a chureh of about thirtymem- 

bers, all wellengaged. There is considera- 
ble religious excitement in Corinth, and the 
society appears to be. well engaged. In 

Strafford, Vt. many have been brought out 

of darkness into light, and professsd them. 

selves the people of God. In Hartford, Vt. 

God appears to be pouring out his spirit,and 

there isa prospect of a plentiful harvest. A 

revival has commenced in Scituate, Mass. 

and is progressing in a wonderful manner un- 
der the preaching of brothers Asbury and 

Jennison, who are much engaged in the glo- 

rious work, For about two months past 

there has been from one to three meetings a 

day, and well attended by all descriptions of 

people. Brother Asbury writes—“the meet- 
ings have been crowded to excess, so much 
se, that the greater part of the congregation 
have had to stand fortwo and even three 
hours together. We have not witnessed one 
instance of rudeness or opposition through 

the whole work, in or out of meeting.” A 

Methodist society has been formed atSeitu- 

ate harbor, and 32 persons have become 
members of it, in the town of Scituate —— 
The members of the Congregational and 
Buptist Churches in that vicinity have man. 
ifested much engagedness with the Metho- 
dists in this glorious work, Harmony pre- 
vails among the members of the different 
communions anda spirit of gospel charity is 
pleasingly apparent. 

Extract of aletter from the Rev. Fotham Hor- 
ton, dated Gilmanton, N. H. Feb. 4,1823. 
“It isnow between five and six years 

since a small society was raised, and a class 
formed in this town through the instrumen- 
tality of brother B. Burnham, who was the 
circuit preacher at thattime. Since that pe- 
riod our preachers have officiated here occa- 
sionaily and some small additions have been 
made to the class. 

At the request of the society and several 
of our friends, we held our quarterly meet- 
ing atthe Academy in this town,on tie 19th 
and 20th of November, on which occasion a 
large congregation was collected fram the 
adjoining towns, and through all our religious 
exercises an uncommon degree of the Divine 
presence was evinced by the solemnity which 
appeared on the minds of the people. About 
a week after, evident tokens for good ap- 
peared, two were hopefully converted, and 
several others were under deep concern for 
their souls. In a few weeks after, a number 
experienced hope, and from that time to this 
the work has been gradually increasing— 
From the best information that can be obtain- 
ed, we calculate that between ninety and a 
hundred have been restored to the enjoy- 
ment of the Divine favor, since this work 
commenced. Our prospects at present are 
very favorable. Since the reformation began 
we have received above thirty into our soci- 
ety, who bid fair to be useful members ; they 
are coming in daily.” 

A work of grace has commenced in Con- 
cord, (N.H.) A class has been formed 
consisting of abouttwenty members. At the 
last quarterly meeting held at the Court 
House, it was thought that there were above 
eleven hundred persons present. Some op 
position is manifested, but in general the 
people appear to be well satisfied. 








[In our 6th number we made some remarks 
on the support of the Methodist Clergy in 
the Uuited States; since which we have 
understood that we were mistaken in one 
or two particulars; the error arose from 
the New Haven Intelligencer, from which 
we made the quotation. We have receiv- 
ed the following from one of the preachers, 
which will tend to set the matter right.] 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 
Mr. Editor. 


In reading the 6th number of yéur paper, 
i observed twe ideas in the ebservations re- 
specting the mode of supporting Methodist 
preachers, which, I think, are not quite cor- 
rect. The incorrectness doubtless arose from 
the want of more perfect information on the 
subject. 

One idea is, speaking of the “ annual allow- 
ance,” or salaries of Methodist preachers, 
you quote from the New Haven Intelligen- 
cer, which says, “ Almost the whole of it is 
derived from a fund.” This is a great mis- 
take, our fund is very small in proportion to 
the demands upon it—and our principal 
dependance is on the liberality of our peo- 
ple. 

The other idea, implied if not expressed, 
is that the preachers usually receive all 
that the Discipline allows them. This is by 
no means the cast. You quoted the rule on 
this subject correctly, as far as you go; but 
there is another rule, Dis. p. 174, 21st edit. 
which says, “Ifthe respective allowances 
are not raised as provided for, the church 
shall not be accountable for the deficiency, 


ZIONS HERALD. 





‘ 








as in a case ofdebt.” The system laid down 
in the Discipline, I believe to be good, but 
for want of ability or liberality in the people, 
in some places, and for want of funds, but 
few of the preachers get a// that the Disci- 
pline allows them ; and it frequently happens 
that some of them fall short of half that 
ameunt. 

T intend, in a few days, to offer you for 
publication a particutar account of our fund, 
and a general view of the condition of the 
preachers, with regard to their support. 

PREACHER. 


—s + oe 
FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


CONTINUED. 

2d. Positive—Why I am a Methodist. 

Ist. because in my opinion the fundamen- 
tal doctrines, of this Church, agree with the 
word of God more than any other with which 
I am acquainted. 

When the spirit of God first convinced 
me of sin, I saw the propriety of belonging 
to some Christian society; I knew of no bet- 
ter way than to take the word of God for 
my guide, especially as I had been previous- 
ly convinced that this was authentic. My 
first object was to gain such information as 
would fix my mind on some settled principle 
of religion, in the course of my retearches I 
found, or thought the following clearly re- 
revealed : 

There is one God, the maker and upholder 
of all things—Three distinct persons in the 
Godhead—The sacred scriptures are a full 
revelation of the will of God to man—Man 
was created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness, free to stand or fall—Man fell from 
original righteousness and became a child of 
wrath—No finite being can atone for an in- 
finite evil—The second person in the glori- 
ous trinity descended to our world, took up- 
on himself our nature and in that nature ful- 
filled the law of God—There is no salvation 
but through him, pardon and salvation are 
obtained by the shedding of blood —The pres- 
ent condition of salvation consists in faith 
and repentance—Justification is a free act of 
God to man, and is derived directly from His 
benevolence—The work of the Holy Spirit is 
to enlighten, instruct and sanctify our natures 
—Sanctification is the full enjoyment of the 
presence of God, and a power to live for His 
glory—The spirit of God bears testimony to 
the soul ; to enable us to say, J énow, that I 
have passed from death unto life—This is 
the privilege of every man, inasmuch as Je- 
sus Christ tasted death for every man—If 
any man should remain destitute of salvation, 
it will be his own fault; as being a free agent 
capable of choice—The righteous will be 
rewarded and the wicked punished in a fu- 
ture state—As aman leaves this world so 
his state will be unalterably fixed, either in 
happiness or misery—There will be aresur- 
rection of the just unto everlasting life, and 
of the unjust unto everlasting misery. 

With such views as these of the Sacred 
Volume, I considered it of the utmost impor- 
tance to judge for myself in regard to Reli- 
gious Societies. After carefully examining 
the Unitarian, Calvinistic and Universal sys- 
tems, I was led to decide in favor of the de- 
nomination to which, by the blessing of 
God, I am now attached. I shall refer my 
readers to the Methodist Discipline for the 
Articles or Creed of our Church. I am con- 
scious that it is possible for man to commit 
error in things of the greatest importance> 
and perhaps, I may say, I never was more 
convinced of my own fallibility than at pre- 
sent; my prayer to God is in the language of 
a celebrated poet, 

If Lam right, still teach my feet in the right 
way to stay, 

If Iam wrong, thy grace impart to find that 
better way. 

2d. I ama Methodist because the customs 
ef this people are best calculated to promote 
Christian Experience. In looking at other 
denominations I was led to conclude—that 
they were too relax in their fellowship with 
eaclfother, and that something was necessa. 
ry toenable them to know the standing and 
progress of each member in a religious life— 
while I viewed this as the christian minister’s 
duty—lI thought the charge was so great 
that in some measure it must be morally im- 
possible to do it justice ; added to this, as 
partiality frequently attends partial’ visits, 
disturbance and hard thoughts must neces- 
sarilyarise. In the Methodist system where 
the care’of the Church is, in part, committed 
to some of the brethren, they become inter, 
ested in each other’s welfare, and when they 
meet together to relate the exercises of 
their minds to each other, they have an op- 
portunity in christian sympathy to bear each 
other’s burthen and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
Many objections have been made to the man- 
ner in which our Class-Meetings are eon- 
ducted ; some haye denominated them Cath- 
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olic Confession Meetings, because each mem. 
ber is requested to speak as near the pre- 
sent state of his mind as possible. Char- 
ity would lead me to suppose that such a 
statement must be made in ignorance, unless 
it be by such as are unwilling to come to the 
touch stone for trial. I would ask how are 
we to pray one for another unless we confess 
one to another? Where is there a more proper 
place, than where the brethren can unite in 
prayer to God for His blessing. The Al. 
mighty has distributed his talents ina great. 
er and less degree, and these talents are not 
to be buried ina napkin, but improved for 
the edification of the Church. One brother 
has a talent for prayer, another for exhorta- 
tion, and another for instruction in right- 
eousness. When all these talents are called 
into exercise they become a combined force 
against the enemy of ail righteousness. Who 
is not sensible that much advice and direction 
are requisite in the early stages of Christian 
experience to prepare us for successful com. 
bat with inward and outward sin? Who has 
not felt the need of Christian converse to en- 
lighten the judgment and to nourish the life 
of God in the soul? and that of social prayer 
to infuse warmth into our spiritual aflections 
and tovaid us in seeking and maintaining the 
peace and joy of Faith? From long experi- 
ence we find the more these meetings are at- 
tended, the more our societies increase in 
piety and number. I am fully persuaded 
were our members more genera! in their in- 
vitations to persons whose minds are distres- 
sed for the want of Religion; many more 
would be able to bless God for such meet. 
ings. Our love-feasts are of no less impor- 
tance to us as a body than our Class-Meet- 
ing, these are intended for the Church, in gen- 
eral; when all the classes on the Ciréuit, or 
Station are requested to attend, that they 
may know how the cause prospers in general, 
I presume no true believer in Christ will 
be ata lost to know the great advantage 
such meetings are to the Church of Christ, 
the Brethren and Sisters generally retorn 
with the fire of Divine Love kindled in their 
hearts—The careless are aroused, the mour 

ner is comforted, the believer is built up and 
in the union of the spirit they enjoy peace. 
Those meetings are considered of so much 
importance in Europe, that other Societies, 
besides the Methodist, are instituting them. 
To my knowledge, they are much in use a- 
mong Mr. Whitefield’s followers in Kings- 
wood, near ‘Bristol, Eng. Much has been 
said respecting the simplicity of this people, 
It is a general custom of this Society to be 
plain in their dress,considering the injunction 


of the Apostle, “ putting off costly apparel,” * 


to be the duty of every Christian ; or, in this, 
striving to please God, having a single eye to 
his glory in all things. We are well con- 
vinced that pride may be dressed in any garb, 
but we are altogether certain that true and 
undefiled religion cannot consist in decorat- 
ing the body. 

Shall our garments, made to hide 

Our shame, provoke our pride ? 

One great principle of religion is to cast 
the balance in worth of the soul to the body 
and to teach every man inall things, to seek 
first the kingdom of God. How manifest is 
it to every thinking mind that those persons 
who pay most attention to the body, forget 
the soul? For my part, I should as readily 
say, there is as much want of religion in this 
as in paying attention to the amusements of 
this life. Our opponents say we are singular- 
ly righteous. I deny the charge and say, on 
the contrary, we are righteously singular. 1 
pray God that such singularity may always 
be our motto. : 

As respects our Camp-Meetings, which 
are no doubt a blessing to the cause univer- 
sally, as ample testimony will prove; yet as 
I haye never been favoured with one such 


opportunity, I must leave it to those whoare 


better acquainted to recommend them, wish- 
ing never to go beyond my knowledge jn such 
important things. 
| W.G. A Methodist. 
{To be concluded in the next.) 

Errata.—\n the last, under the head ‘ Me- 
thodist,’ 3d line, for Crowthan ‘read Crow- 
ther.—Under head 3d, tenth line, for worst 
read want. 

(Our respected correspondent will excuse 
us for the liberties we have taken with his 
articles of faith ; we would gladly have in- 
serted them entire, but the pressure of other 
articles prevented. ] 


JUST PUBLISHED, 

AN FOR SALE, by E. HEDDING, 

and E. WILEY, No. 7, Centre-street 
—Price 20 cents. Report ofthe trial of Mr. 
Joun N. Marritt, before a Council of 
Ministers, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, convened in Boston, December 26, 
1822. Any of the friends in the country 
who may wish for this pamphlet, can obtain 
it by sending and applying as above. 

Also for sale at this office. 
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confusion of civil wars, then will Eo- 
rope be compelled to exclude her from 
the community of civilized oations ; to 
suspend all diplomatic and social rela- 
tions; to shut every port against the 
Spanish flag; and, likewise, to reeog- 








‘By a letter from Porto Rico, from Capt. 
Timothy Davis, Jr. of Gloucester, Cape Ann, 
dated Jan. 14, 1823, mtelligence has been 
received of the following high handed wick- 


edness and piracy, which is another instance 


more tseful to her than to France—if who have lost keys or whose stores, &c’ 
she persist in disturbing us with the “have been entered by false keys, may 
see them on application at the Police 
Court. 


HEADS OF THE ACTS PASSED DURING 


dignity and humani- 


‘ Ito the honor, : 
om a few more calls like 


. our ceovernment ; 
ye doubt not, be viewed by them 
as emperious, aud rouse them from that eet 
argy in which they have too long stumbered, 
to defend the injured rights and avenge the 
wrongs, which have too often with impunity 
veen practised upon our citizens. ; 

When the brig which Capt. Davis com- 
manded was in sight of Porto Rico, she oe 
chased by a schooner under the Columbian 
flag. When within hail, Capt. D. was or- 
dered on board, with his papers. He obeyed, 
finding it vain to iiake resistance. The 
schooner was armed with two long brass 
twelve pounders, and manned with 95 men, 
who, besides ordinary fire arms, were provi- 
ded with bottles of powder, having fuses at: 
tached to them, to be thrown on board in 
case of resistance. After examining the 
papers, the Capt. stated that he could not 
read some of them, and therefore should take 
possession of the brig. The Columbian flag 
was then struck and the Spanish hoisted.— 
A gang of the pirates took command of the 
brig and both vessels set sail, On the 22d 
the brig was run ashore, the schooner ap- 
proached and an indiscriminate plunder com- 
menced. The brig was finally got off the 
rocks and carried into the bay of Cape Rox- 
eo. 

After three days Capt. Davis was ordered 
to accompany them to St. Germams,22 miles 
distant, seated on » mule under a scorching 
sun; not finding the Spanish Judge at that 
place, he was carried 20 miles further; where 
he had a kind of mock trial. he Judge 
refused to look at the papers, being obvious- 
ly in league with the plunderers. The next 
day the brig was declared a good prize, and 
Capt. D. ordered to take his men from it.— 
He appealed but could obtain no satisfaction. 
It was reported that the Judge had received 
$sv0 for decreeing the condemnation, which 
report, the Capt. thinks is entitled to credit. 

The brig Adeline of Boston, has also been 
sent in and condemned. The release of the 
privateer, captured by the Grampus, gives 
them fresh courage, aud they capture all 
they can fall in with. How eng are the 
rights of our hardy seamen and the properly 
of our enterprizing Merchants to be subjected 
to the depredations of such unprincipled vil- 
lains? Energetic measures are only want- 
ing to render our flag respected, and the 
** highway of nations” free te our commerce, 
This depends upon our government and an 
opportunity offers for them to demonstrate to 
other nations their efficiency and dignity. 


PIRATES. 

Capt. Granger, from Matanzas, in- 
forms, that two vessels, supposed A- 
merican, had been captured by pirates 
16 miles to the westward of that place. 
The crews were tied inthe rigging, 
_ the vessels set on fire, and all burned 
together!! Capt G. also informs, that 
Matanzas swarmed with pirates. A 
few days previous to his sailing they 
attacked the Americans in the King’s 
Dock, with clubs, stones, &c.; a num- 
ber were driven into the river, and oth- 
ers seriously hurt. 





from the Custom House. 


WV. Y. Gazette. 





Com. Porter’s squadron sailed from 
Norfolk on Wednesday, 12th inst- It 
is important that they should be on the 
Cuba station, and along the neighbor- 
ing Islands, as soon as possible, the pi- 


rates having become more bold and au 
dacious than formerly. : 


SPAIN. 





A French Journal, belonging to the 
government, speaks very freely of the 
internal affairs of Spain; and after re- 
commending a number of what it deems 
sulutary alterations in its administration, 
concludes thus: —“* But if Spain refu- 
ses to adopt measures a hundred times 


nise the States formed in America ;— 
finally, to consider Spain as a barbarous 
country, similar to the Empire of Mo-|t 
rocco, or the Regency of Algiers.” 


Capt. Culver, of 
the sch. William and Henry, of this port, 
was nearly killed by a stone thrown 
Captaius 
Garner and Blinn were also wounded. 
Three piratical vessels were cruising 
between Point Yeacos and Havana.— 


, 
A letter from Curracoa of 18th Jan. 


states that intelligence had been receiv- 
ed from Maracaibo that that place “was 
closely blockaded by 29 vessels of war 
under Com. Belluche, and Gen. Urdan 
ette with 4300 men is closely besieging 
it. Morales is completely hemmed in, 
and the town must necessarily fall; by 
the time this reaches you it, no doubt, 
will be in the hands of the Patriots.’ 


a . 
A letter received at New-York from 
Port-au-Prince mentions the sailing 
thence on the 22d Jan. of frigate Con- 
gress on a cruize—Officers and men in 
high health and spirits. 


;———_—__} 
It is calculated at Savannah, that the 
present crop ot cotton in Georgia and 
South Carolina, exceeds that of the pre- 
vious year by 30,000 bags. 


A letter from Havana received in 
Charleston says—*A new penal code 
has been received and is about to be 
promulgated. The trial by Jury is intro- 
duced by this code. Something good, 
at least, has grown out of a little re 
flection.” 








The late measures adopted by Con- 
gress, for the suppression of piracy» 
have infused confidence in our despond- 
ing hearts, and given a new stir to busi- 
ness and enterprize. , 








CONGRESS. 
The Intelligencer, by yesterday’s 
Mail, is filled with the debate of the 
5th inst. on the mutilated documents— 
tothe exclusion of the detail of the 
proceedings on the latest day (12th 
instant ) 
On that day the Senate were occu- 
pied principally on the biil for re-char- 
tering the Mechanics’ Bank of Alex- 
andria. No decision. 
‘The House sat till near 10 at night 
on the Tariff Bill—when the question 
was taken to strike out the enacting 
clause, (i. e. reject the bill) which was 
negatived, ayes 51, nays 77—majority 
26. 
Among the petitions recently pre- 
sented to Congress, were the fullowing : 
The petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Maine, praying the erection of a iight- 
house on Brownshead. 
The petition ot Judah Alden, praying 
the renewal of a lost land warrant. 
The petition of Benjamin Dunn, of 
Cornish, Maine, praying to be exempt 
from paying a judgment obtained against 
him by the U. States in Dec. last. 





Letters from Washington speak in 
positive terms of the moral certainty, 
that the new Tariff bill will not pass 
the House of Representatives this ses- 
sion. They speak also of the talent, 
information ard eloquence which dis- 
tinguished the speeches of the Repre- 
sentative of this district in opposition 
to the bill, and of the effect preduced 
by them. Cent. 





"| ~The Legislature of Maine, at their 
late Session, passed one hundred and 
nine Acts, and sixty six resolves ; which 
were approved by the Governor. 





Police Court.—A bunch of large 
Keys, some of which have apparently 


Attomey, forthe county of Suffolk. 


River Lower Bridge, in the county of Baru- 
stable, 


act establishing the ninth Massachusetts 


uring Company. 


ing wuts ef Review. 


been altered and fitted to other locks, 
have recently been taken from the res- 
idence of certain persons who now 
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THE LAST LEGISLATURE, 
CONCLUDED. 
—to provide a salary for the County 


——to incorporate the President, Direc- 


ors and Company ofthe Oxford Bank. 
——to incorporate the proprietors of Bass 


—— in addition to an act, entitled ‘An 


l'urnpike Corporation.” 
incorporating the Westport Manufac- 





—— in addition to the several acts respect- 


—-in addition to an act, entitled An act 
to incorporate the President, Directors, and 
Company of the Salem Baak. 

—— tochange the name of the Parish cal- 
led the North Parish ot Bridge water. 

—— in addition to the several acts for 
the more easy partition of Lands. 

—— to incorporate the Belevidere Man- 
ufacturing Company. 

to establish the first Baptist Society 
in Littleton. 

—— toannex Daniel Cony wit, his es- 
tate, to the town of Ware. 

—— to continue in force the act incorpo- 
rating the Essex Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company. 

—— to authorize the sale of Parsonage 
Lands which belong to the north parish in 
the town of Haverhill, in the county of Es- 
sex, to raise a fund for the support of the 
Gospel Ministry in said parish, and to appoint 
Trustees tor the management thereof. 
——regulating the catching of Salmen, 
Shad, and Alewives, in Marrimack, at the 
mouth of ahawsheen River, in thetewn of 
Andover. : 





—— to change the names of certain per. 
sons therein mentioned, 
—— in further addition to an act for sup- 
pressng and punishing rogue-, vagabonds, 
common beggars, and other disorderly and 
lewd persons, 

—— relating to State Paupers. 
——to incorporate the Franklin Ipsar- 
ance Company. 
—— imposing a duty on sales by Auction. 
—— to continue in force the act incorpo- 
rating the Union Insurance Company, 
—— to continue in force the act incorpo- 
rating the Marblehead Insurance Company. 





in addition to an act regulating the 
management and drawiug of Lotteries in cer- 
tain cases, within this Commonweatth. 
—— providiug tor the assessment of Taxes 
in the county of Suffolk. 
—— in addition to the several acts now 
im force regulating tbe limits of Prison Yaras, 
aad the discharge of Poor Debtors trom pris- 
on. 
— to incorporate the Commercial In- 
surance Company. 
— authorizing the taxing of Pews in 
the Congregational Meeting House in Dover. 
—— to mecorporaie the Merchants’ lusur- 
auce Company in Salem, 
——tomcorporate the Boston Insurance 
Company. 
to continue in force the act incerpo- 
rating the New-Engiand Marime Insurance 
Company. 4 
regulating the luspection of Gun- 
powder within this Commonwealth, 
to imcorporate the New-England 
Domestic lusurauce Company. 
—— to imcoiporate the second Society 
of Universalists in the town of Cambridge. 
relative to the fishery in the town 
of West Cambriage. 
to incoiposate certain persons by 
the name of the Boston and Concord Boating 
Company. 
——— to incorporate the General Interest 
Insurance Company. 
to incorporate Boston and Salem 
Insnrance Company. 
toincorporate the Worcester Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company, 
in addition ‘to an act, entitled an 
act to incorporate the city of Boston, 
for better securiug and rendering 
more effective grants and douations to pious 
and charitable uses. 

——in further addition to an act entitl- 
ed an act for regulating, governing, and dis- 
ciplining the Militia. 
































ployed in transporting stone, &c. 








stand accused of theft. 





All persons 


lasurance Company. 





respecting sloops and vessels em- 


——1t6 incorporate the Springfield Fire 


regulating attachments on Mesne 


Procese. 





further regulating actions of Re- 


plevin and Trover. 





regulating elections and declaring 


the qualifications of veters. 


——- to apportion and assess a Tax of 


75,000 dis. &c. 





to incorporate the Mariners’ Insar- 


ance Company. ‘ 
STE TET AT: IEE TS TIE 


MARRIED. 
In this city Mr. Moses Pond Jr. to Miss 


Ann Adams—Mr. Samuel Spear Jr. to Miss 
Hannah Burroughs. 


At Weston, Col. Daniel S. Lamson, to 


Miss Patience Flagg. 


At Salem, Mr. Thomas W. Taylor to Miss 


Bethiah Ward—Mr. Moses Shatswell to Miss 
Lydia Snellings. 


At Haverhill, Mr. Thomas Hills, of West 


Newbury, to Miss Fanny Ayer—Mr. Thomas 
H. Chase to Miss Ann Ladd. 


At Newburyport, Mr. Alfred Pilsbury to 
Miss Sally Pilsbury. 

At Fairhaven, Mr. Ansel White to Miss 
Hannah Hathaway. 

At Dartmouth, Mr. Slocumb Allen, of N. 
Bediord, to Miss Ann Russell of D, 





DIED. 
In this city, Mr. Timothy McCarthy, a 
native of Ireland, aged 32.—Mr. Charles R. 
Savoy, aged 33—Rebecca Plaintif, aged 28, 
Mrs. Desire Leach, wife of ‘Thomas Leéch 
aged 63. 
Mrs. Lucy M. InGAuus, wife of Dr. Wm. 
Ingalls, aged 38—Jacob Amee jr. aged 19-— 
Mrs. \iaday Wheeler, wife ef Mr. David W. 
—Miss Maria Ann, daughter of Mr. Jobn 
Wilson, aged 19, a native of Hartlepool, 
county of Durham, Eng. — ‘irs. Isabella Lake, 
aged 66--Mrs. Nancy Dunlap, aged 35,a 
native of [reland.—On Thursday Sarah New- 
mav.— Drowned Mr. Wm. Codman, a native 
ot Nova Scotia. 
At Charlestown, Miss Sarah Goodwin, a- 
ged 60— Mrs. Serah, wife of Mr. Zephania 
Osgood, aged 39.—Mrs. Mary, wile of Mr, 
Barnabas Edmonds, aged 32. 
At Providence, Mr. Noah Howe, formerly 
of this city, 
On board ship Grand Turk, on his passage 
from Boston to Savannah, Oakman Turner, 
Esq. of Bath, 
At Manillain July last, Mr. Caleb Tufts, 
son of Mr. Gersham T. of Medford, viass. 
In N, Bedford, Mr. Heath, aged 4i—Capt. 
Siias Parker. 
At Portland, Me. Mr. Henry Neat.— 
There was nothing extraordinary in his char- 
acter until the winter of 1821; he respected 
the external forms of religion, but consider- 
ed himself destitute of the religion of the 
heart. 
Unexpectedly hearing a mechanic with 
whom he labored, give a relation of what 
God had recently wrought in his soui, he re. 
solved to attend to the means of Grace with 
more interest, and being assisted by the word 
and prayers was enabled to claim the prom- 
ises in behalf of his sinful soul; although at 
first his faith and confidence were weak, yet 
he soon became strong++the Lord. He was 
placed en probation in the Wethodist Charch 
io April, 1821, and ever after attended pub- 
lic worship, in which he discovered the ut- 
most delight; in prayer meetings he perfor- 
med to the edification and comfort of God’s 
people,.often mentioning some passage of 
scripture by which he examined himseif and 
exhorted others to do likewise. He constantly 
attended to exhortation and to prayer until 
he was attacked of a violent fever which 
terminated his existence. He was frequent- 
ly heard to say, that he was happy in God. 
The morning before his death he said toa 
friend standing by “ God is filling my soul 
with the golden streams of salvation from 
the skies.» He died with composure on the 
the 29th of January 1823. Thus lived and 
died our beloved brother Nga, theugh he 
continwed but a short time in the church be- 
low he endeared himself not only to those of 
his own denomination, but to others who 
mourn the loss of so devoted a servant of 
God. 


Ri Mu V A Le 
MOORE & PROWSE, 


Resrecrrutty inform their friends and 
the public that they have removed the Office 
of the MECHANICS) JOURNAL and 
ZION’S HERALD itom No. 30, Market 
Street, to the room over Mr, CALEB HAR TS- 
HORN’S Hat Store, 8. W. corner CORN- 
HILL and STATE STREET ; entrance se- 
cond door from the corner, where they con- 
tinve to execute ina neat and handsome style, 
Pamphlets, Cards, Handbills, Circulars. &c. 
ali orders faithialiy executed —thesmail- 
est favor gratefully acknowledged. 
; i heaven, Jan. 25, 1823. 
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PORTRY, 


“HE SHALL BE CALLED A NAZA- 
RENE.” 
I heard the crowd’s exulting cry ; 
Then, while the sword of justice slept, 
Jesusthe Nazarene drew nigh, 
And o’er the fated city wept. 








He wept thy fall Jerusalem ! 
Not his owu agonies, and death, 
Could fright the child of Bethlehem, 
Or move the man of Nazareth. 


I sawthe Jewish temple purged, 
While men of business, not of prayer, 

Fled from the place, by terror urged ; 
Jesus the Nazarene was there! 


I saw the glow of life and love, 
Steal o’er the sick man’s pallid cheek ; 
The tongue, once dumb, in praises move, 
Taught by the Nazarene to speak. 


The eye long closed in hopetess night, 
Relumined index of the mind! 

Sought through the aew created light, 
Jesus the Nazarene to find. 


I saw the solemn funeral train ; 
The widowed mother’s silent tear, 
When lo! she clasped her son again ; 
The Nazarene had touched his bier! 


* Hadst thou been here he had not died,” 
The weeping, doubting sisters said : 

“ Lazarus come forth,” the Saviour cried, 
The Nazarene restored their dead. 


But see the crowd to fury given; 
What could such mortal madness mean? 
Why imprecate the wrath of Heaven? 
Why crucify the Nazarene? 


Silent, the gentle sufferer stood ; 

And pitying heard the fienzied cry 
** On us and ours be allhis blood— 
Jesus the Nazarene must die.” 


How devils smiled when Jesus bled; 
Vain hope! they thought mankind were 
lost, 
When bowing lew his gentle head, 
The Nazarene “ gave up the ghost.” 


But what amazement reigned in hell, 
When Jesus bursting from the grave, 

Bade to the world this mystery tell, 
The Nazarene must die to save! 


I heard the trumpet, long and loud, 
When straight a godlike form was seen, 
He rode enthroned upon a cloud; 
*T was the despised Nazarene! 


Isaw the world consume in flame, 
The just from sin and sorrow free ; 

The wicked sink in endless shame— 
Such was the Nazarene’s decree. 


I heard the happy, heavenly throng, 
Praise Him who bought them with his 
blood, 
} heard the everlasting song, 
« Jesus the Nazarene 1s God.” 
Z. Z 





THE BIBLE.—2y Montgomery. 


What is the world? A wandering maze, 
Where sin has mar’kd ten thousand ways, 
Her victims to ensnare ; 
All broad, and winding, and aslope ; 
All tempting with perfidious hope ; 
All ending in despair. 


Millions of pilgrims throng these roads, 

Bearing their baubles, or their loads, 
Down to eternal night. 

One humble path, that never bends, 

Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends 
From darkness into light. 


Here stands a guide td show this path— 
The Bizte. He alone who hath 
This compass, need not stray. 
Yet he who hath, and will not-give 
This heavenly guide, that souls may live ; 
Himself shall lose the way. 





The following Lines are said to be the last 
that ever COWPER wrote. 
To Jesus, the crown of my hope, 
My soulis in haste to be gone ; 
Qh! bear me, ye Cherubim, up, 
And waft me away te his throne. 


My Saviour! whom absent I love, 
Whdm not having seen I adore, 
Whose name is exalted above 
All glory, dominion, and power. 


Dissolve thou the bands that detain 
My soul from her portion in Thee, 

Oh! strike off the adamant chain, 
And make me eternally free. 


When array’d in thy glory J shine, 


And no longer p sins, a 


PMisceelany. 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


MASONIC. 





Mr. Editor, 

The following was spoken by a virtuous 
yoang Mason, when called on for a sentiment, 
while at refreshment, if you ‘think it worthy 
a place in your paper, please give it an inser- 
tion. TITUS. 

** What happiness on earth, can be more 
pure and undefiled, than associating with 
one’s brethren in the body of a Masonic 
Lodge? Here all distinctions are forgotten 
—all passion for worldly wealth and power 
subdued—all enemies mace friends, and all 
sects and parties united in one virtuous 
cause, that of divesting the human mind of 
its superfluities and training it up to useful- 
ness. 

When I see around me multitudes of hu- 
man beings—inhabitants of the same planet 
—some rising to wealth, opulence, and pow- 
er, while others, apparently more deserving, 
by them are slighted, sunk into poverty, 
disgrace, and despair—when I see the pam- 
pered monarch on his throne, heedJess of the 
conditions of all but himself, while his faith- 
ful and industrious subjects are. fighting bis 
battles, by sea and land, at the hazard ofhife, 
and every thing that is dear to them,—I 
pause—and ask—-Hath God tTuus ordained 
that men should live? 

When ! see around this altar, all classes 
and denominations made equal—the . King 
ona le.el with his subjects, the subjects e- 
qual to the Prince, I smile delighted—for 
So, hath God ordained that men should live. 

When I see one nation arrayed in arms 
against another-—sce them resh te the 
field of battle, with vengeance in \heir hearts 
and weapons of death in their bands—see 
them kill and destroy each other as they 
would beasts of prey, though all of the same 
kindred and descendants from the same 
heavenly parent—I am astonished—Aath God 
THs ordained that men should live? 

But when I see around the shrine of our 
order, the blo dy warriors of each party, 
united in one cause—healing each other’s 
wounds, and guiding each other to safety 
and happiness—my heart throbs with joy— 
So hath Ged ordained that men should live. 

When I see among my own friends an: 
kindred, brother differing from brother— 
both striving to injure each other, in prop- 
erty, character, or feelings—and when I look 
into my own heart and find myself implicat- 
ed in this violation of that true faith, which 
all should hold sacred—I shudder at the 
thought—Aath God tuvs ordained that men 
should live? 

But when I meet within these walls, the 
oppressor and the oppressed—the accuser 
and the accused—the offender cheerfully ask- 
ing pardon, and the offended as cheerfully 
granting it—when I see enemies becoming 
friends—no longer warring with each other, 
but forgetting each other’s faults and ap- 
plauding each other’s virtues, then my whole 
soul is animated with joy and gladness—if I 
weep ‘t is to contribute a tear of gratitude to 
the God of virtue, who first instigated me to 
become a member of this holy order, where 
all is peace and harmony—all forgiveness—all 
kindnes and brotherly love. ——So hath God 
ordained that men should live. 

Now, my brethren let us all, when abroad 
in the world, unite in this noble calling, of 
quelling discords, stilling the tongue of slan- 
der,and promoting peace and harmony,among 

ll our fellow travellers on the high road 
to that heavenly mansion to which our Lectures 
allude. Letus endeavor to heal the wound- 
ed hearts of those whose misfortunes have 
made them melancholy, by contributing our 
mite to their good names and offering 
excuses for their faults. Let as endeavor te} 
promote such a confidence in each other that 
no one will be afraid to open his whole soul 
to his brother, and disclose his afflictions 
anc their causes—then it will be found, to 
the end, that, So hath God ordained that Free 
and Accepted Masous should live.” 











[From Sturme’s Refiections.] 

A meditation ufion New-Year’s Day. 
Let us consider this day as the first of our 
lives, and venture to anticipate, from the 
goodness of God, a repetition of those bene- 
fits which we have received, from our first 
entrance into the world to the present period 
of our existence. What blessings may we 
not hope from that -Being, who has- ever 
watched over us with the tender solicitude 
of a father; which, at the hour of our birth, 
presented us, in our parents, with friends 
that have supplied all our wants, and, sup- 








. ction, it is pleasing to indulge the sensa- 
tions our present happiness inspires, and our 
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ing care, how could we have preserved our 
health, and all the comforts which we now 
? Were it possible for us at that time 
9 have réflected upon our destined fate, we 
should doubtless have looked forward with 
delight to the pleasures of our sublunary ex. 
istence ; now that we are capable of\ such 


imagination jon dwells with rapture upon the 
sweet hopes of future felicity. 

To-day a new career of life opens before 
us, in which, though more advanced in ma- 
turity, we stillequire a portion of that sup- 
port we experienced when, feeble and des- 
titute, we first drew our breath. In the hour 
of danger and in the time of affliction, we 
feel the necessity of a friend to support us, 
and of a companion to cheer our drooping 
spirit, who can smooth life’s rugged path 
and heighten all her pleasures. And surely 
our Heavenly Father has alteady chosen for 
us such a friend, one who,’ when doubt and 
uncertainty perplex, will advise us how to 
act, and when misfortune threatens, will be 
our chief support and consolation, who, dur- 
ing the full tide of prosperity, will partake of 
joys, and who will assist our reasoning rs 
ulties when enfeebled and enervated. 

It was not by accident, or without designs 
that we came into the world. As a part 
of the great system of nature, our destiny is 
over-ruled by an all-sceing Providence, of 
whose designs respecting us we are ignorant, 
but who knows all, and governs all with wis- 
dom and harmony; and whatever unknown 
disasters impend. or unexpected benefits 
await us, this present year, let us bow with 
reverence and with gratitude to His divine 
-will. Whatsoever be our lot, whether to 
endure the chilling blasts of penury, or to 
suffer the heart rending anguish of a once 
dear friend, forgetting the ties of affection,let 
as strengthen our belief in the all-protecting 
arm of God. Though dangers may threaten 
and persecutions afflict, we will yet look up 
to that Almighty Power which raised our 
feeble frame to its present state of hardihood 
which cherished the tender bud from all the 
storms and perils that frowned upon ts ex- 
pansion ; and we will believe that He, who 
thus protected our infancy, will not be less 
the father and the supporter of our old age. 





Winter has blessings which are often disre- 

garded. 

If we examine the works of God with at- 
tention, we shail find, even in this season, 
many subjects which may lead us to rejoice 
in the goodness of the Lord, and to exak 
the miracles ofhis wisdom. During the bud- 
ding spring, the bountiful summer, and the 
juXuriant autumn, when Nature from the 
most sumple, a>sumes her gayest and mos 
spiendid robes, hardened and callous, indeed 
must be that heart which does vot throb with 
pleasure, and pulsate with gratitude, for such 
choice gifis. but when the north wind blows, 
when a biting frost stifiens the face of tue 
earth, when tue fieids siripped of their fruits 
and divested of all their charms, present one 
wild desolating view, then itis that men of 
the greatest sensibility will sometimes for- 
getto be grateful. But is it true, that the 
earth at this season is so Utterly destitute of 
the biessings of Heaven, that it possesses no- 
thing that can excite the emetions of grati- 
tude and gi piety in the heart of man? Cer- 
tainly not. Let us only bestow more atten- 
tion upon the works of nature, and we shall 
never find occasion tu arraign the wisdum o¢ 
God. 

Reflect for a moment upon the misery of 
being exposed to the rigors of winter, with 
no clothes to defend your shivering frame, no 
fireto cheer and animate your benumbed bo- 
dy ; and then rejoice and be grateful for the 
favors you receive. You have every thing 
that can contribute to your comfort. 
you cannot penetrate through the veil which 
overshadows the creation, though the great 
First Cause of all things be hidden from your 
view, Test assured, that nothing is created in 
vain ; all tends to one grand puint, the glory 
of God, and the happiness of man. 


Rules for Self.Examination. 
1, Have I this day walked’with God? ° 
2. Trusting in him,as my Father and friend 
jo Christ? * ' 
3. Depending on his divine influences? 
4. Waiting upon his providential will, sub_ 


missively and thankfully? 

5. Keeping watch over my th is and 
heart for him ? em 

6. Seeking him in devotion and self-exam- 
ination? ~ Pts 


11. Husbanding all my time for him? 
12. Cleaving steadfastly to him in ail trials 
and temptations? 

Christ saith, * without me ye can do noth- 
ing *&-St. Paul saith, “I can do ail things 
through Christ strengthening me.” Matt 
xii 50. 1 Johniii 14. Phil ii. 15. 17 hes. 


v. 23. 





THE UNNATURAL SON, 

A certain farmer in Connecticut, possessing 
asmallestate, was persuaded by his only 
son, (who was married, and lived with his 
father,}to give him a deed of the property, 
It was accordingly executed. Soon the 
father began to find himself neglected—next 
removed frem the common table, to a block 
in the Chimney corner, to take the morsel of 
food reloctantly given him—at last, one day 
the-unpatural son resolved to try once more 
to break the afflicted heart of his sire. He 
procured a block and began to hollow it.— 
While at work, he was questioned by one of 
his own childrec, what »e was doing. I an 
making a tough for your grandfather to eat 
out of,” was the reply. ‘Ah,’ says the child, 
“ and when you are as old as grandfather, 
shail I have to make a trough for you to eat 
eet of?” The instrumeat be was using fell 

from his hand—the block was'cast on the 

ethe eld man’s forgiveness asked, and 
he was restored to the situation his age and 
worth entitled him to. 


A good example fur the King himse’f. 

When the king of England was about to 
‘visit Scotland, a special messenger was'sent 
to order arrangemeuts at the pslace in Edin. 
burgh, for his reception. The messenger 
arrived the second time to inspect the works, 
late on Saturday evening. Early on Sabbath 
morning he found some parts of the woiks 
were wrong, and must be taken down and 
rebuilt; and the King was expected on Mon- 
day or Tuesday. He sent~for the workmen 
and direeted them to go to work, urging the 
necessity’of the case. They all refused, as 
it would be a violation of the Sabbath.— 
Double and treble wages were offered in 
vain. He appealed to their loyalty. They 
were ever ready to obey the lawful com- 
mands of their sovereign ; but here they had 
the command of ONE, to whose power even 
the King must bow. They; roposed te com- 
mence labor immediately afier midnight,and 
work night and day till the alterations were 
completed. This proposal was accepted, 
and they were permitted to hallow the Sub- 
bath-day. It is said the ciscumstance reach- 
ed the ears of the king. 





Communion of our hearts. 

If we would but learn to commune with 
our own hearts, and know what noble com- 
pany we can make them, we should little 
regard the elegance and splendor of the 
worthless. Almost all men have b en taught 
to call life a passage. and themselves the 
travellers. The similitude still may be 
improved, when we observe that the good 
are joyful and serene—like travellers they are 
going home. The wicked but by intervals 
are happy, like travellers who are going into 
exile. -— 

Confession of an Infi lel. 

It is related, that one day Mr. Beauzet, a 
member of the French Academy, went to 
see Diderot, one of the champions of infideli. 
ty, and found him explaining a chapter of the 
gospel tohis daughter, as seriously, and with 
the concern of the most christian parent.— 
Mr. Beauzet expressed his surprise. “I un- 
derstand you,” said Diderot, “but in truth 
where could I find,or what better lesson could 
I give her? _—- 
suicide; pain of body,none. This proves 
that the health of the mind is of far more im- 
portance to our happiness than the health of 
the body ; although both are deserving much 
more attemgion than either of tLen. receives 





: 

He that will often put eternity and the 
world before him, and who will dare to look 
steadfas‘ly at both of them, will find that the 
more often he contemplates them, the forin- 
er will grow greater, and the latter less. 

‘ === 
_ A family where the great Father of the 
universe is duly reverenced; where parents 
are honored and obeyed 3, where brothers 
and sisters dwell together in love and har- 
mony ; where peace and order reign; where 
there is no law but the law of kindness and 
wisdom; is surely a most delightful and 
interesting spectacle! 
=-— 

Some persons say severe things at random 
without appearing at all conscious of the 
wounds which they inflict 
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Anguish of mind has driven thousands to: 
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